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Pecak Power Demand of 247.29 GW Met Without Shortage

The chart below presents the daily peak demand met and power shortage reported from 16 October to 22
October 2026
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All-India peak demand met and energy consumption growth during the same period of the previous year were
17.4% and 18.9%, respectively.
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India and Saudi Arabia Discuss Electrical Interconnection Initiative
and Enhanced Power Sector Cooperation

Pankaj Agarwal, Secretary, Ministry of Power, held a virtual bilateral meeting with HE. Eng. Nasser Al-Qahtani,
Assistant Minister of Energy for Electricity Affairs, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, to review the progress of the In-
dia-Saudi Arabia Electrical Interconnection initiative and explore avenues for strengthening cooperation in the

power sector.

The discussions focused on the progress of the proposed electrical interconnection between India and Saudi
Arabia, which holds significant potential to deepen bilateral energy cooperation. Both sides exchanged views

on the way forward and underscored the importance of sustained engagement to advance the initiative.

The two sides explored opportunities to broaden cooperation in other areas of mutual interest in the power
sector, with an emphasis on technical collaboration, knowledge sharing and the exchange of best practices,
and reaffirmed their commitment to maintaining constructive dialogue to further deepen the India-Saudi

Arabia partnership in the power sector.
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NHPC’s Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric Project Achieves Commercial
Operation of Fifth 250 MW Unit, Capacity Reaches 1,250 MW
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NHPC has successfully commenced commercial operations of the fifth unit (250 MW) of its 2,000 MW Subansiri
Lower Hydroelectric Project. With this milestone, the project’s operational capacity has reached 1,250 MW.

This achievement marks a significant step towards strengthening India’s energy security, expanding clean

energy generation, and harnessing the immense hydropower potential of the North-Eastern Region.
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PFCWins Gold at ASSOCHAM Banking € Financial Sector Awards
ASSOC HAM

2: Annual Summit & Awards
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Power Finance Corporation (PFC) has been honoured with the Gold Award in the category of “Overall Perfor-
mance (NBFCs)” under the Infrastructure Finance class at the ASSOCHAM 21st Annual Summit & Awards on
Banking & Financial Sector Lending Companies, held in Mumbai.

The award was presented by Shri Nirmal K. Minda, President, ASSOCHAM, in the presence of Shri Jishnu Dev

Varma, Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra.

This prestigious recognition acknowledges PFC’s contribution to infrastructure financing and its pivotal role in

supporting the growth and development of India’s power sector.

Through its continued commitment to financing critical power infrastructure, PFC is helping strengthen the
country’s energy ecosystem and advance its development aspirations. The achievement reaffirms PFC’s com-

mitment to financial excellence and its mission of powering progress and enabling India’s growth.
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NPTI Faridabad Inaugurates Four-Week Extended Induction
Training Programme for CEA Officers

National Power Training Institute (NPTI), Faridabad, inaugurated a four-week Extended Induction Training Pro-
gramme for Assistant Directors and Deputy Directors of the Central Electricity Authority (CEA).

The inaugural session was graced by Hemant Jain, Director General, NPTl and Member (Grid Operation & Distri-
bution), CEA, along with Dr. Indu Maheshwari, Principal Director, NPTI, and Dr. Vatsala Sharma, Director (Train-
ing), NPTI.

Addressing the participants, Hemant Jain emphasised the importance of continuous learning, technical excel-
lence and professional competence in strengthening the power sector. He encouraged the officers to make
the best use of the training programme to enhance their knowledge, broaden their perspectives and develop
effective approaches to emerging challenges in grid operation, renewable energy integration and energy tran-
sition.

The programme aims to strengthen the technical knowledge, professional competencies and institutional co-
ordination of CEA officers through structured learning and knowledge sharing. It is being coordinated by Dr. K.
P. S. Parmar, Deputy Director, and Shri Anurag Rai, Assistant Director, NPTI.

The initiative reflects NPTI's continued commitment to developing skilled and future-ready professionals for
the Indian power sector.
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Key News of the Week

TheEconom'ches‘

{17 oct, 2026)

Peak Power
Demand Stays
High in October

_ Peak power
* demand is
continuing at

record highs for the
month, largely above 250
GW, and close towhat
was recorded during the
summer months this
year.On Thursday, power
demand was recorded at
250 GW, driven by cool-
ingand irrigation de-
mand, reports Shilpa
Samant.»» 4

Business Standard
(20 oct, 2026)

Power ministry launches framework

for digitalisation of distribution sector

<

ThelndianExpress

(19 oct, 2026)

NTPCtostudy
nuclear feasibility
in more states

New Delhi: NTPC plans to
initiate feasibility studiesin
more states, including Uttar
Pradesh, for proposed nu-
clear power projects as part
ofits drive to expand non-
fossil fuel energy capacity
toatleast2GW by 2032, as
perasenior official. It has
completed feasibility stud-
iesin Madhya Pradesh,
Biharand Odisha, and will
start looking for locations
in morestates for nuclear
projects, the official said. It
is targetingtosetup 30 GW
of nuclear projects to con-
tribute to the government’s
100 GW nuclear capacity
target by 2047.PTI
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TheHinduBusinessLine

(17 oct, 2026)

RBI gives NOC to
PFC-REC merger

m—
Our Bureau
New Delhi

State-run REC said it has re-
ceived a No Objection Certi-
ficate (NOC) from the Re-
serve Bank of India for its
proposed merger with PFC.
On June 28, 2026, the re-
spective boards of directors
of the transferor company
(REC) and transferee com-
pany (PFC) approved the
merger of the two power sec-
tor lending NBFCs.

“The company has re-
ceived an NOC from the RBI
on Qctober 15, subject to the
instructions/ conditions spe-
cified therein,” REC saidin a
filing on BSE.

scheme shall remain
subject to such other stat-
utory and regulatory ap-
provals and fulfilment of
such other condluons to the
effectiveness of the scheme,
including the approval of the
respective shareholders and
creditors of the companies
involved in the scheme, as
may be required in accord-
ance with the applicable laws
and the provisions of the
scheme, itadded.
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